
Terms of Reference 
Animal Welfare Community 

Advisory Committee 
 
 
Role 
 
The role of a Community Advisory Committee is to provide the Municipal Council with a 
formalized on-going opportunity for public consultation and to offer recommendations, 
advice, and information to the Municipal Council on those specialized matters which relate 
to the purpose of the committee. 
 
Mandate 
 
The Animal Welfare Community Advisory Committee (AWCAC) reports to the Municipal 
Council through the Community and Protective Services Committee. The mandate of the 
Animal Welfare Community Advisory Committee is to advise the Municipal Council on 
issues relating to animal welfare for domestic animals, urban wildlife and animals for use 
in entertainment, within the City of London. Farm animals do not, however, fall within the 
mandate of the Animal Welfare Community Advisory Committee. 
 
The Animal Welfare Community Advisory Committee will act as a resource on issues and 
initiatives relating to animal welfare within the City of London include animal control 
legislation (municipal, provincial and federal); licensing and other fees; public education 
and awareness programs; off-leash dog parks; adoption programs; spay/neuter programs; 
feral cats; discussing and understanding animals in entertainment; and enforcement. 
 
Typical duties of the AWCAC would include: 
 

• advising on issues and concerns faced by animals within the City of London; 
• advising on opportunities that have been identified within the community to improve 

animal welfare; 
• reviewing and making recommendations to the Community and Protective Services 

Committee on solutions to improve animal welfare in the City of London; 
• supporting, encouraging and being a resource to the Municipal Council and the 

Civic Administration 
 
Composition 
 
Voting Members: 
 
A maximum of fifteen voting members consisting of individuals with an interest or 
background in animal welfare.   
 
Representatives from the following organizations or categories are desirable: 

• Friends of Captive Animals; 
• London Dog Owners Association; 
• Wildlife Rehabilitator, including naturalists with either educational credentials or 

active involvement with wildlife through an organization; 
• Animal Rescue Group; 
• Veterinarian or Veterinary Technician; and 
• Local Pet Shop/Supply Owner. 



Non-Voting Members 
 
Non-Voting and Resource members may be engaged as the committee deems 
necessary.  
 
Sub-committees and Working Groups 
 
The Community Advisory Committee may form sub-committees and working groups as 
may be necessary to address specific issues; it being noted that the City Clerk's Office 
does not provide resource support to these sub-committees or working groups. These 
sub-committees and working groups shall draw upon members from the Community 
Advisory Committee as well as outside resource members as deemed necessary. The 
Chair of a sub-committee and/or working group shall be a voting member of the 
Community Advisory Committee. 
 
Term of Office 
 
Appointments to Community Advisory Committees shall be determined by the Municipal 
Council. 
 
Conduct 
 
The conduct of Community Advisory Committee members shall be in keeping with Council 
Policy including the Respectful Workplace Policy. 
 
Meetings 
 
Meetings shall be once monthly at a date and time set by the City Clerk in consultation 
with the Community Advisory Committee. Length of meetings shall vary depending on the 
agenda. Meetings of working groups that have been formed by the Community Advisory 
Committee may meet at any time and at any location and are in addition to the regular 
meetings of the Community Advisory Committee. 
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