IDENTIFYING ASH TREES
Take this guide to each tree on your property to identify ash

WHAT IS THE EMERALD
ASH BORER?
Ridged Bark:

Compound ‘Opposite’ Leaves:

On mature trees (left), bark is tight and displays
patterns of diamond shaped ridges. On young
trees (right), bark is relatively smooth.

The Emerald Ash Borer is a metallic

Leaves contain 5 to 11 leaflets with smooth or
toothed margins (tips). Leaflets are positioned
opposite with one at the top.

green wood-boring beetle of about
1 to 1.5 cm in length that attacks
all native species of ash trees,
typically killing them in 2 to 3
years. Its larva bore tunnels inside
the tree, feeding off the inner bark
until the tree dies.
Native to northeastern Asia, the
pest was first discovered in Ontario
in the Windsor area in 2002. Since

Seeds:

‘Opposite’ Branches:

then, infested ash trees have been

When present, seeds usually hang in clusters and
are dry and oar-shaped.

Branches and buds are directly across from each
other rather than staggered. However, due to the
death and grooming of individual branches, it is
possible that not every branch will be opposite.

discovered in Essex, Lambton, Elgin
and Middlesex Counties, and in the
Municipality of Chatham-Kent.

RECOGNIZING INFESTED ASH TREES

Crown Dieback:

Bark Cracks:

Severely attacked trees may exhibit crown dieback
as the canopy dies from the top down. Leaves may
wilt or turn yellow during the growing season.

Vertical splits of 7 - 10 cm are often present over
larval galleries. These are often more noticeable
on young trees that do not already have splits from
growth-related expansion.

Woodpeckers:

Exit Holes:

Tunnels:

Woodpeckers feed on the larvae under the bark.
Look for increased Woodpecker feedings or signs
of their probing in the bark.

Once fully mature, the adult beetles emerge
through exit holes they chew through the bark.
These holes are distinctly D-shaped and are 3.5
to 4 mm across.

Winding S-shaped larval tunnels snake
under the bark where larvae bore channels.
Removing the bark exposes larvae and
sawdust-filled galleries.

How to Identify Ash Trees, Infested Trees and the Emerald Ash Borer
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Infested ash trees often exhibit the following symptoms

