MAKIN' MUSIC - LOST NO MORE
Pink Floyd’s David Gilmour ‘ Evan geline Lilly hits her
takes a solo flight while Van B

LY. Morrison rides a country road,
TODAY D3

~“People live here”

' builders and urban designers wants to change the -

A group of London planners, developers,

face of London communities to malke them more
liveable, like Oak Park, at left, near Qakville,
rather than those commonly built in
the London arca, at right. Free Press reporter
Randy Richmond examines what is being called
‘placemaking’ in a four-part series. Page A10
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y uburbs don’thave to lpok hke ‘human ﬁimg cabinets’ w1t,h no dlstlnctive features, say a growmg number of planners L B
and bullders Free Press reporter Randy Richmond looks. at some elements ‘that could soon be coming'to- London : :
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1una Hickey's house and

yard would flip London on”

its side.

And maybe its attitude.

* When she walks out of her
hieuse, with her two children,
she takes only 4 few" steps to
reach the street. "

She wanders past neigh-
bours oxt front porches who
are within earshet of a quiet
helle,

Streets.wind. but do not
blogk her way or: trap-her inte
deadends. = 1.

Gn the. -way 1.n' thl suhool
she can vest ina little park
with a few benches,

“Tt's - a -friendly place
There’s & real community feel
" here,” she says.

Hickey moved to this subdi-
vision in Milton from a-typical

- Oatarip. suburb. in Missls-
sanga, With -narraw lols, no
fronts fo speale of, cul-de-sacs
and huge empty parks that
you had to drive foin a car.

“The fivet thing you saw on

‘every house was a garage.”
she says of her old neighbour-

. hood,. -

Her cld nemhbuurhood

. spunds like many in suburban

‘London.,

The new ‘one sounds hke
nothing ji Loridor, =

John I‘lem).ng, the u:.tY E]
managey bfland ase plzm.mng
policy, wants that tc change.

The economic and, for lack
of 'a better' word,"esthetic

- future of the city tlepends on
it, he says.

“Beople are loglting at more
than economic opportunity to
determine where they want {c
live, particularly those that
are “highly-sought-after in
terms of their skill sets
Fleming says.

“They are ]oolung for great -
citxes and Lundun 1s agl eal:'

ity

To keep it that way, thcugh ‘

the suburbs have-te improve:

Through the fault ofno par- .
ticular party,vLondon-‘has:

built suburbs that, Fleming
says, 'simply are not guod
enough for us.”

Altheugh downtuwn reda-
velopment gets much ‘of the
political attention in London,
‘the develepment of the sub-

© urbg. i#.just as important,
Tleming suys.

Y "Wae are leaving a legacy.
We're city building.”.

City stafl, several ltey devel-
opers,. one of Ganada’s pre-
eminent wrban design experts
and others. hdve embarked on

a plan to create & new style of

subdivision,
| Blsewhere, .that, style. is
called new urbanism, new sub-
urbanism, smartgrewth |
In London, Tleming is cali-

ing the process "placemalk- -

ing," partly to avoid the con-
troversy-that the other terms,

used now for a couple of

decades, have inspired,

roe Press seues

sfrong eccnemiss, develops |
high-quality communitiss a.nd
protects the environment,”
Fleming says,

“Take a lopk at ﬂ:us, Flem-

ing: says, putting up b photo-
graph of a new urbanism;
neighbourhood marked' by
graoeiul porches, busy street
‘lifs, garages in the back alley
and housas close to the strest,
then putting up of a typical
Londen snbark with!garages
dominating the street)

“People live here;* he says
of the first nalghbourhood.

“Cars live here,” he says of
the London neighbourheod
“They even built pillars on
either side of the garage to
give importance to the
entrance for the car.”
Fleming has creaied what
he calls a palette of placemak-
ing ideas that city staflf, con.
sultants and developers will
nayrow dowr over-the next

while,

'Tha palette for placema.kmg
ingludes:
» Stroet layout: .

The kong rambling streets of
twists and, furns and cul-de-
sapes commonly seen in sub-
urbs can make it difficult to
walk from ona part of tha
nelghbourhood to another
new Whanists say, A grid pat-
tern of straets, or.even fewer
sul-de-sacs and more con.nec_t-,
ing streets, selvesthat. .
» Public'spaces: P

‘Many suburbs .-contain
parks and woodlats, but devel-
opers like to put homes on
them to-sell at a, prEmlum
price. -
Instead of hacklottmg mon-
ster homes on parks, new-style
subdivigions cpen up the
parks for everyone’s view,

nity or close to the éntrance,
woorlots and parks can define
aneighbourhcod, ~ .77

- oWowldn't it be nice fo'come

.home at the end of the day;
coming down the street and '
saeing a woodlot or park?”

agks urban design expert

Michael Hannay, pert of tha |

placemaking tean.

“This is the image you take
to your front door.”

New developments tend to
put ali the green space in.onae
spot because it's easier 4o
build and, from the ecity’s’
point of view, eamer to mam
tain.

New urbanists like to.ses
parkettes dotted throughout-
neighbourhoods -- simple,

nicely landscaped places with

a few benches, where, people
can sit for awhile and share a
coffee with neighheurs.

“For the same reason, some
new-style ne:ghbourhoods
have bujit in commetrcial ele-
mlznts a coffee shop for exam.
ple.

» Lot design:
Key to placemaking prinei-

| Part1 R

The essence cf all r.he terms -~
ig "growth that supports |

~ft the centre of a commu- |

., ral light fram. 2 large fron:

ples area \:a.(hcal ehange in
house design,
- Traditional -suburban

“homes.oi-thepastils years are

ou relativelyunarrawslotd, The

--size of lotsvas well-as city

rules, prompt.developars to
_build -garages in. front of:
heuses, - - B
With sma.ll or non existent
front porches on houses domi-
. nated by garages on streets
extrawide to allow utility,
comparies to lay all their- lines
side by-sidg, it's no wonder
peopler have no cennection to
theiy gtrests and neighbours.
In presentations, Hannay
likes to show & painting by

. Londoner Jack. Chambers,

Sunday Morning Mo, 2, of-two,
beys In the 19608 watching

-, television in their frent rpom. |

The boys ave.gitting in nafu-

"window: “They can ‘see thi
trees and yards and str:eet out-
" side.

“Jugt from the view instde
that reom .
predict the entire enyiron-
ment around that house,”
Hanns.vsays

There are ya:ds and nelgh
bours and life.”

“It gays something about an
"integrated, predictable view of
tHe world, which glves us a
‘sense of: place “You -know
whers "you' are. That is a
tremendously 1mp ortant
thmg

Hannay adﬂs, "We; have to
tame the gafags.”

It’s easy ta turn lots to their
sides, as - they are in
Hawthorne Village in Milton,
making them wide and shal-
low and putting the garage
beside the house, say plan-

ners,
Qr, they say, try:

~arbanism, People love th,em Fo)

. it allows you to

yBack.lanes.. P

They are easily the most '

controversial aspect of new

Daie them,

- Those who love them say
. putting the garage behind the

house allows for more rocm.

Cinside and a hetter pregenta-

tion to the street.
Thoese who hate them.say
they simply transfer.the.ugli-

‘ness of pavagas to laneways. -
-Besides,

they say, back
laneways that ara shut off

- from houses attract crime and -

garhage and are a costly to
-build, light, plow and other-
wise majniain,- -

«“The jury is out as to
swhether this is semeathing that

~we would want,” Fleming

says. “There ceriainly ara
issnes, There dre positives

‘great with ne'cars out front,

but there are some issues.”

» Architectural variety:
The cookie-cutter approach

of -slapping the seme style

" house on eachi 1ot -1s thrown

cut for new-style suburbs.

st_vle sublirbs.

- But even new urbamsts-

made mistakes, such as noth-

ipg but faney gingerbread .

Victorian-style facades
crammaed info evary square
foot of frontage..

Nowadays, the styles range,.
but the feeling of 4 more old-

schoal street remains.
» Gateways and centre-
‘pieces:

The way into a subleLsmn

should’ he the way into a
neighbourhood and comimn-
R m;y, say new urbanists.

ecause streets certainly. look

more walkable,
- neighbourhoods, say d.emgn-

. wA wariety-of styles with -
strong-architectural features, -
‘such as front porches, peaked:
roofs and dormers ‘manknew-.

VIEW FROM HERE: Instead., of bnxmg in parks by lining thelr boundarles with the backyards of monster homes, new-style subdlwslons
open up’ the parks 50 that everyonecan see them,,

Ingsome subdivisians, the
main road showcases nothing-
but backyards bahind huge
noise Malls L
- Coner lots show the 'blanlii‘ -
brick sides of houses,” * - -

In pew-atyle subdivisions,
corner houses are given two

.facadas, perhaps with g wrap-

around porch, so that each
street gets a-view of something

.architecturally interesting:

Tastead of having suburbs

- blocked by main roads with
‘huge noise walls, new-style -

develepmentis have streefs °
perpendicular to-the main
arterjes so that no no}se walls
are needed.

. »Mixed uses:

It’s. easler for everyone,
from planners to huilders, to

, but like things tugether —
detached homes, stores, town.

ouses, -
“'But it can make fur’dull
living.

There are dozens of other
ways to turn subdivisions into
pleasant

‘ers,
“Eagh one alone would mark

-a°shift in the way Londoners -

live,
~The ultimate ‘goal, says .
Tleming, is a lttle-more soul, -

alitle more sense of place, n
- our gommunities,

“When people thmk of -
sprawl they think of these ~
endless suburbs, human filing
cabinets where thereis no real
sense of difference between a
suburb in Markham, Brant- -
ford, Windsor or London,

“If T wereto blindfeld you
and drop you into a suburbin

- one'of those communities, you-

ikely wounldn'f know where:
you were, This Is what people -
object to.”,

at the end of the day

" coming dowa'the

a woodlot or park




